THE BIBLE
Nutrition Facts
Serving Size Varies
Servings Per Day 1 or more

Potential Daily Value Percentages*
REVIVE the soul 100 %
Make one WISE 100 %
Bring JOY to the heart 100 %
Give LIGHT to the eyes 100 %
Satisfy spiritual hunger 100 %
\Sitisfy spiritual thirst 100 %
V\cicomplish God's Plan 100 %
TTE IR TR A I e I IR

Sharp as a sword

More Precious than gold

Sweet as honey

Stands forever, never changes
*The Words in this Book are like no
other. Spoken with Power they will
defeat the Enemy! Prayed in Faith,
they will build up the Saint! Obeyed in
humility, they will transform the world
and reveal the Kingdom of God and
its King: Jesus Christ.

Famly Ministries ﬁ @@?
“I LOVE to Read My Bible" Month !

Bible Sunday, February 12

First graders will be presented with their very own Bibles during tie0 1AM
worship service. Join us in praying for our children: that they will
hunger for God'®Word and be !lled with his truth all their days"

Bible & Book S.W.A.P. (Sharing With A Purpose)

Our focus this month is “I LOVE to Read My BibleNe pray this theme will
renew enthusiasm in all our families to read GoWsd together, and delight
in his promisesWe want to collect many new or used books to give to 80+
kids at K.W.A.M., pass on tdine & Branches, and !ll up our own Sunday
School rooms"

We invite everyone at Hope to search through shelves, closets, under your

kids’ beds, and bring us your “used, but no-longer-using” kids’ Bibles, Bible

stories, Bible picture books, etc. Bibles and books can be dropped in the
basket by the Hospitality Hub in our depart-
ment. W'll collect books through February
and share them with as many kids/families as
we can" Help us get God&ord out to many
children and their families and spark a renewed
enthusiasm for his storyThe Word of God
will accomplish what God desires and achieve
the purpose for which he sent {fisaiah 55).

Remember:
The best version of the Bible
is the one that gets read!

February 2012
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“The B-I-B-L-E, yeah that’s the book for me; Sunday Worship
| stand alone on the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E.”
8:45 a.m. - Traditional
While many Christians believe this in theory relatively 10:00 a.m. - Connection Hour
few put it into practice, at least in terms of regular read- )

ing. Accordingto a Global Scripture Impact study from 1100 a.m. - Contemporary
the AmericarBible Society (November 2010), only 37% 6:30 p.m. - The Well

of Christians are “frequent” readers who read the Bible at
least once a week. Though two-thirds of Americans agree
that the Bible “answers all or most of the basic questions g, pavid Lenz Sunday Morning

of life,” 28 percent of those who agree with this statement Preaching
say they rarely or never read the Bible.
. _February 5

When is the last time you opened your Bible? For some of you, a more awkward queq tions , .rament of Communion
is appropriate: do you even know where your Bible is? It is surprisingly easy, even for “The Things of God”
serious Christians, to fall out of the habit of regular Bible reading. (Matthew 16:24-28)

Bruce Hillyer preachin

(By the way, please know that if any person reading this article does not have a Bible yerp g

Hope Church will be delighted to give one to you.) February 12

Bible Sunday
“No Dusty Bibles”
€ (2 Timothy 3:15-17)

At our !rst staff meeting in 2012, | was impressed by how many of our staff leaders
reported their determination (or that of a family member) to read through the entire Bilp

this year. David Lenz preahing
On Fe_bruar_y 12 we pres?nt Bibles to our !rst_ grade stud”ents, and our Family Ministrigls February 19
team is calling February “I love to read my Bible month.” | want to encourage all of usfto “Listen to Him!”

stand with our Irst graders by engaging or re-engaging this month with the Bible. This|is (Matthew 17:1-13, 22)
especially appropriate as the season of Lent begins on February 22, a time in the Chrjs ' ’

. - A " David Lenz preghin
tian calendar when we are encouraged to take on a spiritual discipline. P g

. . . L February 26
Some of you may be attracted to the idea of reading through the entire Bible in one year. First Sunday in Lent

One of my favorite websites is biblegateway.com, and there will you !Ind some plans “Littlefaith Redux”
that will help you do this (or the variation of reading through the Resament in one (Matthew 17:14-20)
year, etc.), including having the readings emailed to you. See http://www.biblegatewdy. David Lenz breahing
com/resources/readingplans/.

Others will Ind it effective to engage the Bible through a good daily devotional book,
such as Oswald Chambeksy Utmost for His Highesbr Ruth Myers31 Days of Ash Wednesda
Prayer. My all-time favorite devotional book & Guide to Prayer for Ministers and February 22 y
Other Servantswhich has led me into much meaningful Bible reading. Of course, therg Noon

are many other good choices. Traditional Worship

As you engage or re-engage the Bible, quality reading is more important than quantity 7:00 PM
reading. Whatevemethod you choose, just do it" | would be especially pleased to hear Worship led by
stories of the difference Bible reading makes in your life. The Well team

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path” — Psalm 119:105.

You Pastor,
David Paul Lenz




Love & Marriage

One Last Reminder to Attend....
Heaven’'s Wedding

Banq uet

Saturday, January 28

6:00 PM, Social Events Room
Come enjoy this exciting preview
of heaven where Jesus (the bride-
groom) will join the redeemed
people from all nations (the bride)
to celebrate unity with God.

A delicious meal will be served
representing different ethnic foods.
Music and testimonies will be
shared by guests from different
cultures about their wedding expe-
riences and traditions. Pastor David
Lenz will provide a meditation on
the wedding imagery throughout
the Bible.

This event is for everyone — wheth-
er you are married or single. It will
be a very special event that you
won'’t want to miss. Final tickets
($15 per person) are on sale now.
For more information or to help
with this event, contact John or
Susie Prin 952/941-1870.

Family Connection Class Marriage Series
Sundays, February 5, 12, 19
10:00 AM, Courtyard Room

The Marriage Enrichment team invites you to come be encouraged at

the 3-week series on marriage during the February Connection Hour.

February 5
Pastor Judie Ritchie will give a biblical perspective about marriage

and what sets it apart from our culture in 2012.

February 12

A panel of couples from different ages and stages will give their
perspectives and ideas on “Building One Another Up.”

February 19

Encouragement will be given through a video about ways to foster
forgiveness in relationships. Each week, marriage stories will be
shared by one of Hope’s couples.

It's that perfect time of year (Valentine’s Day...hint, hint) to focus on
your marriageTake the time to be energized and equipped in your
marriage.

Family Life’s....A Weekend to Remember
March 9-11

Minneapolis Marriott City Center
FamilyLife’s Weelend to Remember®
marriage getaway will show you exactly
how to pursue a marriage that really
works through speakers’ stories of their
own breakthroughs and blunders. The
goal of the weekend is for each couple to
leave the weekend with encouragement,
hope, and practical tools to build and
grow your relationship.

Register online
weekendtoremember.com
Use the group name HopePC
for a discounted rate.

Hope Aliveis published monthly and submissions are welcome! Word count is 300 for articles, arjd 200 for events.

Please e-mail to Leslee Day at leslee@hope-pc.org. Next deadline: Monday noon, Febrdiary 13.

For online delivery of Hope Alive, please contact Cindy Forsgren at 612/866-4055.
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Sunday morning Kids’ Church memorizing
Proverbs 3:5-6 together

Child Care at K.W.A.M. singing

Marinda’s 5th-6th grade girls at K W.A.M.

God’s Word is True!

In Sunday School, at Kids’ Church and at K.W.A.M.\Wadhesdays,
children will learn the truth this month that's Goerd is our power-

ful source of Hope. It gives light in a dark world. It's the rock on which
we build our lives" If you listen closely, you'll hear what the kids are
saying this month:

God’'sWord True!

He wrote it for me.

It's sharp as a sword.

It's sweet as honey.

With Power | can say it!

With Faith | can pray it!

And with God’s Help | can obey it!

February Memory Verse:
“Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”
Psalm 119:105

Parenting encouragement found in God’s Word:
Today, | read the story of Jesus as a boy in the temple in Luke 2:41-52.
| was encouraged by GodXord and wrote in my journal:

Heidi, teach your children to Worship Me and LOVE my church!

And dont forget to take Jesus home with you! - God

Preschool & School Age Care

It's 2012.A new year has begun, and January has already been a busy

month" Our school age children have been busy with homework, learn-
ing about Martin Luther King and all of the other fun things that happen
after school. They are a great group of kids, and we are privileged to be
able to be a part of their lives.

Preschool has also been busy learning many new tiWejsad fun at
Dad’s Night with our dads at school eating pizza and doing a craft. It
is wonderful to be able to share in the lives of these children. It is my
prayer that in 2012 that the children and families who are a part of our
programs will be touched by Christ’s love.
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Mark Your Calendars for Next Summer

at Camp Ojibway!

Take special note that we’ll be hosting a day on July
14 to invite friends and family to come have some fun
for a Saturday at camy/e’ll play in the lake, worship,
and enjoy traditional camp activitieédou won't want to
miss it"

2012 Camp Schedule

March 18 Registration begins

May 27 - 28 Saff Retreat

June 2 Canp Clean-Up

June 10 - 15 SaffTaining

June 17 - 22 2rd - 4th Grade Camp
June 23 Past Staff Day at Camp
June 24 - 29 5th - 6th Grade Camp
June 29 - July 1 Family Camp 1

July5-8 Single Moms Camp

July 8 - 11 Midsummerdining

July 14 Camp Celebration and Play Day
July 20 - 22 Family Camp 2

July 22 - 27 7h - 8th Grade Camp
Jully 29 Camp Sunday

July 29 - August 3 Hgh School Camp
August 3-7 Saff Closing

Camp Ojibvay Staff Applications

If you are a college-age young adult, consider serving
at Camp Ojibway this summer in Edealley, MN. It's

a great summer job learning and growing as a person
while ministering to kids and families. Camp staff ap-
plications are now available online or outsideYbath
Oflce or Main Oflce at Hope Church. Application
deadline is February 15. All applications received after
this date will be reviewed on an as-needed basis. For
more information, contact kim@hope-pc.org.

Camp Vehicle Needed
Camp Ojibway is in need of a sport utility vehicle to

transport staff and supplies from Hope Church to camg.

We are looking for a tax-deductible donated vehicle in
good working condition. If you are interested in helping
in this way, please contact Keith Koenig:
keith@hope-pc.org or 612/866-4055, ext. 3115

CO5K Run, Walk, Waddle & Kid Run
Saturday, May 19
Registration 8:00 AM
Kid Run 8:30 AM
5K 9:00 AM

Save the date for the third Saturday in May forfthed Annual
CO5K" Theteam has begun preparations for this event and
would love to encourage you and your friends on your road to
It ness.

Our goal is to raise enough funds through this event to make
Camp Ojibway self-suflcient and not rely on underwriting from
Hope ChurchTo do this, we will need all of your helpVe not

only need runners, walkers, waddlers and kid runners, but we
need LOTS of volunteers to make the day safe and welcoming
for all. This event is not just for our Hope family, but for every-
one in the community, anyone who likes to run or anyone who
loves the ministry of Camp Ojibway.

Each year, the team puts notices on the doors to those who live
on the race course so they know what to expect the day of the
race and advertise with online websites. By doing this, we were
able to welcome a mom and her school age children who lived
down the street, a man who lived along the race course and
several people in the community who found out about the race.
This event is not only a fundraiser for camp, but an outreach to
the community. It's a way Hope Church can show Christ’s love
right in our own back yard.

Contact Shelly Nelson at shellymarknelson@yahoo.com if you
have any questions, ideas or concerns about the race.
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Hope Student Ministries 2011-12 Theme: The Wonder and Awe of God

Many times as we are living our Christian lives we are studying and meeting in groups and serving and just plain busy. This year we'd like to
weave into our year the idea of taking time to step back, take a deep breath and be in awe of the amazing God we serve. Deuteronomy 10:2’
says, “He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.”

Weekly Happenings

Spectrum Sunday morning Connection Hour Events:

10:00 - 10:50 AM February Ski Blast 2.0 for CORE and

7th-12th graders are invited to tHieuth Room for a morning Senior Seminar will be February 10th-

of student-led worship and a teaching time with BJ Skoog 11th. 9th and 12th graders who have begn

and KC DiNardo. This year we will be studying Galatians, actively involved in these two programs

Ephesians and Philippians. are invited for a night away on the slopes
_ _ up at Spirit Mountain. More details are

Senior Seminar on the way.

12th graders meet Wednesdays
February dates: 1st, 15th, 29th
We'll be continuing our 4-week Financial Peace for Students

video series. This is a great series that looks at managing Looking Ahead to Summer:
money and how all we have belongs to God.

CORE Mission Trip to Red Lake

9th grade CORE meets Wednesdays in the Youth Room Reservation in MN

6:30 - 8:00 PM JU|y 10-15

Feruary dates: 8th, 22nd All 7th-12th graders welcome

On February 8th, we will be inviting some elders to join us

for dinner and together we will share our faith testimonies. .
Camp Ojibway

Young Life Club JUly 22-27 J. ngh Camp

6:37 - 8:07 PM July 29-August 3 Sr. High Camp

February dates: 9th, 16th, 23rd

All 7th-10th graders are invited to come Thursdays to this :

high-powered night of fun and depth. Join us starting in the Young Life Castaway

Gym, then head to théouth Room. August 12-16

SNL/The Well

Sunday nights, 6:00 - 8:30 PM

February dates: 5th, 12th, 26th (No SNL February 19th)

All 9th-12th graders are invited to this great night that kicks
off with a GIANT GAME in the Gym at 6:00 PM. Everyone
heads down to thé/ell and then back to théouth Room for

a video you don’t want to missWake-up Brigade"

Good Communication = Happy Parents
Please sign up for our student ministries e-mail. You will receive valuable updates and information
regarding weekly events. Simply go to Hope’s website: www.hope-pc.org and scroll down to
JOIN OUR LIST NOW (a purple button). Put in your e-mail and check Student Ministrjes (you may als
chase General, Women'’s, Men'’s, Children’s). If we had your e-mail in previousjyears,
6 we will not be using that list anymore, so everyone must update this. Thanks.




February Ministry Focus: Young Life
Each month we will be highlighting a different area of Student Ministries. Students and
leaders will share their experiences and how they have grown through participating in it.

Breaking Down Walls and Building Bridges
with Rich"eld Young Life

By Cesar Castillejos

In the fall of 2008, | was hired as a
church partner with Hope Church
and Young Life. What was set before
me was the challenge and opportuni-
ty to direct the Junior High program
at Hope, at the time called Inline,
and also revive Rickeld Young Life
which laid in slumber for a number
of years. If | told you that it was an
easy task that went without any op-
position from students or parents, the
truth would be far from my lips.

But if | told you that this journey

has been exciting, life-changing,

and life-giving, | would be speak-

ing from the heart. In the midst of
the challenges, | have seen walls
torn down, attitudes changed, lives
transformed and relationships built.

| have experienced the joy of seeing
students who once sneered at one
another now embracing and laughing
with one another. My leaders and |
have seen Irsthand the walls of race,
language, age, class, social status
and religion torn down. Oh “Thank
the Lord” for the power of “Dodge-
ball” and the mystery of how hitting
someone with a ball can actually
bring you closer to them.

Since 2008, the youth department has
gone through a lot of changes. Leaving
some of the old traditions behind has
opened the door to new traditions and
new entry points for new students. As a
Student Ministries team, we have made
some changes to the “old way of doing
things” that have made room for new
growth and new opportunities. As some
say in youth ministry, “Out with the
OLD dirty mismatched couches and in
with the NEW less comfortable but
signi'cantly cleaner chairs to sit in.”

Seeing the “Then” and “Now” will

help us communicate the “Tomor-
row” that is in store. In 2008, Rich!eld
Young Life started as a once-a-week
bowling event on Friday afternoons.

It was in addition to Illuminate, which
was the new name for the Junior High
youth program at Hope dedhesday
nights.

In 2009, Richleld Young Life started
having club at Hope every-other Thurs-
day night. llluminate still met every
Wedhesday night and some of the
Young Life students started coming on
that night too. Are you confused yet?
Good, because students, parents and
our leaders were, too.

With Young Life every-other
Thursday and Illluminate every
Wedesday, | had to organize two
different leadership teams to work
with the two different groups each
week. Exhausting¥es So in

2010, we decided to build one solid
leadership team and have lllumi-
nate andvoung Life together every
Thursday night.

Young Life is now the Junior High
program at Hope. It is not some-
thing that Hope just supports, but

it is part of what Hope id\Ve're

still dealing with some confusion
with what's happening on Thursday
nights. Some students call it [llumi-
nate. Some call it Game Day.

It is “called” Young Life, but it is
part of the bigger picture of what
Hope is doing in the community.
Young Life is a bridge that has
been connecting people of different
races, different economic realities
and a host of other differences and
uniting them to see the unchanging
love of God on display for us in the
person of Jesus Christ. So as we
continue to communicate the Gos-
pel to young people through Rich-
leld Young Life, please continue to
support us with your thoughts and
prayers.



Woship ~ Aduts
Pas & Spares

Friday, February 10

Noon — Social Events Room

Well, here it is 2012We'll kick off our new year with our
favorite David Fong’s chow mein lunch" And to ring in the
new year, we're blessed

to have our own Hope

members Dan Everson and

Carlie Madison(at right)

as our entertainment.

They have been doing

music together since 2001.

They blend voice and piano in a variety of sacred, gospel
and older popular songs. Come and hear music which will
bring back many memories. Come and hear music with
which you will eagerly sing along. Come and hear music
which you will be singing or humming on your own in the
days to follow. Come and hear....YOUR music"

Everyone is welcome to join uEickets ($8) will be on

sale in the Link January 29 and February 5. If you have
any questions, please call Lillian Carlson at 612/869-0444
or Marcia Boler at 612/869-3961.

Coming to Oasis
Love Stories
in the Bible

Sunday, February 19

10:00 AM

South Social Events Room

“God is love” the Bible tells us,

and the love of God is the pulse

beat throughout the Scriptures.

God’s love is regded in human
love, although human love often goes awry. This whole
scope of love is present in the drama of all the biblical
personalities. Thisession will summarize the many ways
love is lived out in the Bible.

Our guest on Sunday, February 19, will be Dr. Michael
Rognesgabove) professor emeritus of Luther Seminary

in St. Paul. Please join us at 10:00 AM in the South Social
Events Room for coffee, treats, singing, prayers, and
“love.”
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“Holy Habits”

Lenten Study for Women
Wednesdays, February 29 - March 28
6:30 - 8:00 PM

A huge majority of my life and yours

is shaped by HABITS — those things
we do day in and day out, not always
thinking about them. Sometimes we
have good habits — like brushing teeth
twice a day and #ossing — and some-
times we have bad habits — like eating
too many snacks or not getting enough
exercise.

Join us in Lent as we seek to establish
some new life-giving spiritual habits.
We'll breathe new life into what may

be already established habits of prayer,
Bible study and servic&Ve'll also

look at some holy habits that may be
new to you such as fasting or solitude
or meditation on God'8Vord.

Led by Pastor Judie Ritchie, this class
will be experiential and interactive.
Plan now to make some new holy
habits in Lent as we travel towards the
Cross and the Empiiomb together.

For more information, Leslee Day at
612/866-4050, ext. 3131 or leslee@
hope-pc.org or register online.

Moms’ Prayer Time

Sunday, January 29

10:00 AM (Connection Hour)

Room C357 in the Children’s and
Family Ministry Wing

Moms of all ages and stages are in-
vited to join together to lift their kids
in prayer. Come for encouragement
from our Heavenly Father as we pray
and share together. For more infor-
mation, contact Kim Laufenburger,
kim@hope-pc.org.

Thursday Morning

Women’s Bible Study

Begins on January 12

9:30 - 1130 AM

Join women of all ages and stages for
a study on the book éfcts. We'll
discover how the early church shared
the Gospel, how they followed the
Holy Spirit’s lead, how God’s ways
didn’'t always make sense to them,
and how God used ordinary people
to turn the world upside-down.
Childcare is provided. For details,
contact Molly Polding at 612/803-
2598 or mollypolding@yahoo.com

or register online.

Sisters Game Night -

Beach Blanket Bunco

Saturday, February 4

6:30 - 8:30 PM, Social Events Room

Come have some fun with your

sistas" It's our chance to do some

serious mingling while playing an
easy dice
game. Dress
for the beach”
It's cold
outside, but
time together

with friends will add fun and break

through the winter blues. There will

be a contest for the best beach attire

— be creative”

Cost is $5 and proceeds support
Women’s Ministry scholarships. Sign
ups begin in the Link starting Janu-
ary 16 (for planning purposes it's
very helpful to know how many will
be attending). For more information,
contact Jan Lopez at 612/722-8125.

Women Mentoring in Faith

This is what the Lord says,

“Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths and ask
where the good way is, and walk
in it and you will "nd rest for your
souls. Jeremiah 6:16

Are you interested in growing in
faith with the help of an older,
wiser Christian woman? Join

a mentor group with 2-3 other
women of similar age for a book
study to guide you in faith. The
groups will help women to grow as
women of faith, learning from each
other across ages and life stages,
and being accountable to each
other as we deepen in prayer and
our understanding of Scripture.

Mentor groups will begin in Febru-
ary and last through May. It will be
at the discretion of the mentor to
establish a time and meeting place
for those in her group that is most
convenient for everyone. Groups
will meet 2 times a month for

1% hours.

For more information, stop by the
table in the Link at Hope Church
or sign up there during the month
of January.
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Women’s Spring Retreat YOON Gy

Friday - Sunday, March 2 - 4
Camp Wapogasset in Amery, WI

Join women from Eden Prairie and Hope Presbyterian
Churches at beautiful Canvgapogasset in Amery,
Wisconsin for a weekend away for refreshment,
encouragement and fun”

Christians know that it is important to know God as

part of our life of faith. Discovering who God is and

what his character is like encourages us and inspires us

to live a meaningful life of faith. Knowing ourselves is

intimately connected to our knowledge of God. When

we understand who we are as God’s created beings, A
uniquely gifted and deeply loved we are set free to /VD/\/Y >
know God more meaningfully.

Our speaker, Danielle Jones (speaker,
teacher, pastor from Colonial Church in
Edina) will help us explore the con-
nections between knowing God and
knowing ourselves through inspiring
talks, personal time with God, and small

. group time with other women. _
Danielle Jones Worship Leaders:

Cathy Rwelka, Tracee Cupstid

Regstration
Registration is available online at hope-
pc.org and in the Link. The retreat price
($145) includes materials, accommoda
tions and meals. Each room has a privgte
bath and 4 bunk beds. (Bring your own
bedding.) Tme at the retreat will include
worship, small groups, games, free time,
teaching time, fun, quiet time, friendshigp
and meals prepared for you"

Next year we plan to host a local day
retreat, so if you enjoy getting away

— don’t miss out this year" Give yoursel
this important gift" For more informa-
tion, pick up a brochure or contact Kim
Laufenburger kim@hope-pc.org or
612/866-4050, ext. 3137.

Beautiful Camp Wapogasset
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News from
Black Forest Academy

Hope Church will impact a family in Romania by making it possible

for them to live in a Habitat for Humanity home. But there is much
more to this story. The home will be built because Hope Church
missionaries Jay and Nancy Adams minister at Black Forest Academy
(BFA) in Germany.

Tenstudents from BFA have responded to the vision the Lord gave Jay
to develop a bilingual international team of BFA students combined
with students from the local German high school. During Easter Spring
Break 2012 a team of 25 students and staff, representing 8 different
nationalities, will travel to Beius, Romania to build an entire house for
a homeless family. Nancy and Jay Adams
Jay and Nancy have been developing relationships and sharing the Jay said, “When we !rst proposed the idea to the
gospel of Jesus Christ with local German high school students since Principal of the German high school, she was very
Hope Church sent them to Germany 20 years ago in the summer of supportive and invited the BFA students to speak to
1991. Thigs the !rst mutual international project between the two a large number of the German studews.ve been
schools although there have been multiple interactions in sports, dranpaying for a breakthrough opportunity to have the
and music. students get to know each other, and now we can
team together around a common goal to help a family
One of the goals in the process of team development before travelingin Romania. The Mayor of Kandern was so excited
to Romania is to help each student see the importance of sharing theto hear about this partnership that he immediately
love of Jesus in practical ways with one anotfibeteam members pledged the $1,400 needed to sponsor one of the
from each school had never met those from the other school before students and he further encouraged that the project
December. They traveled across the street right in their own neighborseek funding from local businesses throughout our
hood to show others the love of Christ. The hope is to develop rela- small village of Kandern.”
tional opportunities using the bilingual language skills these students
have in common. Hope Church is making an impact in the personal
lives of people around the world seeking to draw
them to Christ through friendship and love.
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Time for Tots
By Lin Péerson

Hope you're all having a great
beginning of your 2012"

Our students spent January

preparing for the up and coming
Early Childhood Screening by practicing lots and lots their let-
ters, numbers, shapes and colors (identifying, learning sounds,
counting and writing), as well as sorting and classifyitig.
enjoyed learning many adventures of Abraham: his long jour-
ney, giving Lot !Irgt choice, serving three visitors, and getting
promised baby Isaac.

The main theme we learned was ways to obey God
(even when it's not easy):

1) obeyour parents and teachers
2) treatothers the way we want to be treated (Luke 6:31)
3) sharebecause it is kind and good

We also learned that God always keeps his promises. As the
students role-played sharing and letting others go !rst, it began
to happen more naturally"

| want to thank Keith Koenig, Milo Thomas and George
Pritchard for the tender loving care they give to OCMC and
Time forTots. We're grateful to them for keeping our building

clean and safe. Special thanks for helping us with the set-up for| :

our Christmas program. The microphones worked great" CrOSSIng

This month, we’'ll start by reviewing the story of Abraham by . BOU nda”es .
pulling questions out of a hat. Then we’ll learn all about Moses. IN our Commur”ty
Our verse is, “Afriend loves at all times” (Proverbs 17:17).

We'll celebratevalentine’s Day with cards, games and treats" and Bey()nd

Our focus will be on doing acts of kindness to everyone.

We'll also be having fun visits from a police oflcer and a

doctor. | know the students will be excited to add pages to their Sunday’

job books (what they want to be when they grow up)" MarCh 11

TFT Tidbit: Alonte,xited to be Joseph in our plg, covered In the Link
his face with his headdress when it was time to do his part,
but raised his hand up high with smiles when he was being
introduced at the end!
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American Culture Class

Welcome to Americal

My name is Machie Shiozawa-Wojack and I'm frdwkyo, Japan. | relocated
from Tokyo to Minnesota in April 2011 to marry my husband. My Japanese
friend introduced me to the American Life and Culture Class as soon as | relo
cated to Minnesota.

All of the Culture Class teachers and members are very open-minded, warm-
hearted and very friendly, and we easily became good frigvelsover new
topics each week, and I'm so excited to attend each time. Past topics have
included card-making, Zumba, cooking, picnics and learning about different
cultures, customs and holidays. | have been learning many things, and Cultur
Class has become important part of my life. My husband is from Minnesota a
he might have diflculty explaining and teaching me these things. I've expe-
rienced many things that | never thought | would experience in my life. My
husband and | both really appreciate the Culture Class for making my transiti
to the United States easier.

After relocating to Minnesota I'd set three goals that | wanted to accomplish.

Firstly, | wanted to improve my English ability quickly so | could communicate
better with other Culture Class members. Secondly, | wanted to help the othe
members of the Culture Class make a smooth transition to the United States
like other members had helped me make. Lastly, since | recently received my
Driver’s License, | wanted to drive to Culture Class by myself so | can be mor
independent and experience life in a new way that | haven't experienced befo

If I hadn’t been introduced to the Culture Class, | would be very lonely and no
enjoying my new life as much as | am.

Machie (far left) and her new friends
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Come Thirsty -

No Heart Too Dry

for His Touch

By Max Lucado

“Would you like to be more

useful in the hands of the

One who made you? Then

come to the well, says Max

Lucado, to receive the four

essential nutrients needed

by every soul--Christ’s par-

don, energy, protection, and

love.” Thebook extends
the hope that no one is too far from God or
underserving of his grace.

Christlike

By Bill Hull

Developing a spiritual heart requires our in-
volvement, such as reading the Bible and let-
ting it change our life. As our heart changes,
our thoughts and emotions change our actions,
which then in#uences others around us. As we
become more obedient to Christ as disciples,
we will seek to serve others.

The Coming Economic Armageddon -
What Bible Prophecy Warns

about the New Global Economy

By Dr. David Jeremiah

Dr. Jeremiah examines

the world’s current

economic condition

as it relates to Bibli-

cal prophecy. “...this

book covers four areas:

the coming NewVorld

Order, the President of

the Order (Antichrist),

the coming collapse of

currency and present

In ancial system, and !nally Biblical hope to
work through it.”

Encountering Heaen
and the Afterlife

By James L. Garlow
and Keith Wall

The authors, a pastor
and a journalist, present
true-life stories of near
death experiences and
spiritual encounters to
stimulate discussion
and thought.

A Woman Named Damaris
By Janette Oke
When 15-year-old Damaris
leaves her troubled home,
her mother tells her that her
name has a special mean-
ing in the Bible. Damaris
has never seen a Bible. She
doesn’t know what lies
ahead as she joins a wagon
train headingNed, but
maybe someday she will discover what her
name means.

Watch Over Me

By Chris Parrish

Ben is a deputy and a troubled war vet-
eran from Afghanistan, who discovers an
abandoned baby. He and his wife, Abbi,
become foster parents to this child, which
only accentuates their unresolved marital
problems. Vill they be able to become a
family?

Danzig Passage

By Bodie & Brock Thoene

Book 5 of the Zion Covenant begins with
the “Night of

Breaking Glass” on

November 9, 1938,

when the Nazis

swept through

Berlin destroying

property and arrest-

ing Jews. The novel

follows the lives

of several families

impacted by that

night — Pastor Ibsen

who tries to aid a family, thé/allich family
who tries to hide, and Lucy, a girlfriend of a
Nazi oflcer.



Welcome, Little One
Noah Louise was born on December 31st to Jenna and Tim

Greeno. Her grandparents are Jim and Susan Lindvall. Her great-
grandparents are Bud and Louise Anderson.

With Our Sympathy
Wesend our sympathy and prayers to this family in the loss of:
12/28 Erikand Jillian Haugen’s daughter Serene

With Thanks
Dear friends of Hope,
The Betty Hill family wants to thank every one of you for your
prayers, all the beautiful cards and sentiments, wonderful comments
and donations in our mothememory. It has been an adjustment.
Thank you, Judie, for being there when the need was so great. The
most comfort comes in knowing she is in God’s hands now and is
pain free. What a blessing. Thank you again for caring so much.
Love in Christ,
Barb, Kathryn and John

Dear Hope friends and staff,
We want to thank you for the wonderful care and attention you've
given us the past 2 months, with visits, food, cards and calls. Most
important, however, are the constant prayers you've offered on our
behalf. What would we do without you?

God bless you all,

Carol and Frank Jordan

Thanks to your generosity, Hope gave
210 pounds of food to VEAP in Decem-
ber. Our whopping total for 2011 was
2,931 pounds" Keep up the good work,
and bring those donations to the white
VEAP box in the Link.
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Look Inside

Love & Marriage
5 Summerat Ojibway

8 Down Memory Lane
10 Women’s Weekend Aay
11 Impacting a Romanian Famil




