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The Marriage Team cordially invites you to an Intercultural 
Celebration! Come enjoy this exciting preview of heaven 
where Jesus the bridegroom will join the redeemed people 

from all nations (the bride) to celebrate unity with God. A delicious meal will be 
served representing different ethnic 
foods. Music and testimonies will be 
shared by guests from different cul-
tures about their wedding experiences 
and traditions. Pastor David Lenz will 
provide a meditation on the wedding 
imagery throughout the Bible.  

This event is for everyone – whether 
you are married or single. It will be a 
very special event that you won’t want 
to miss.  Tickets ($15 per person) will be on sale in early January. For details or to 
help, contact John or Susie Prin at 952/941-1870.

  Heaven’s Wedding
Banquet

Saturday, January 28
6:00 PM • Social Events Room
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Rev. David Lenz

Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m. - Traditional
10:00 a.m. - Connection Hour
11:00 a.m. - Contemporary
6:30 p.m. - The Well 

Sunday Morning
Preaching 

January 1
Sacrament of Communion
“The Gift of New Year’s Day:  
Grace and Choice”
(Joshua 24:13-15)
David Lenz preaching

January 8
“The Church:  
Jesus’ Great Help”
(Matthew 16:18-20)
David Lenz preaching

January 15
Racial Unity and 
Reconciliation Sunday
more detail will be 
announced later

January 22
Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday
“Sanctity of Human Life 
Sunday:  Do Justice, 
Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 
with Your God”
(Micah 6:8)
David Lenz preaching

January 29
“The Church:
 Jesus’ Great Problem”
(Matthew 16:21-23)
David Lenz preaching

A few months ago I was at Camp Ojibway 
where some of the senior high youth intro-
duced me to a new game called Gaga Ball.  
You stand with other players in an enclosed 
“pit” – think of a very small octagonal 
hockey rink but with grass instead of ice 
– and throw a dodge ball, eliminating play-
ers until someone is the last one standing.  
It is great fun and a wonderful addition to 
the recreational activities at Camp.

As I re! ect on this moment in our denomi-
national life, the Gaga Ball pit seems a sad 
but apt image. Here we are in this con-
" ned area we call the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), facing each other in the midst of 
disagreements, throwing arguments and 
deeply held convictions at each other, 
wondering who will be the last one 
standing.

Disagreements in the larger church have 
risen to the level where there is open talk 
about realignment in new af" liations or 
denominations. I believe these conversa-
tions are necessary. Nevertheless, they are 
unfortunate, even tragic. First, because 
Jesus prays that we will we have unity 
(John 17:11) and when there is division 
it tears at the credibility of our witness to 
the Lord. Second, because at a very human 
level, it is so dif" cult not to hurt each other.

A vivid example for me occurred in late 
November. John Crosby had invited me 
to Christ Presbyterian (Edina) to join with 
our colleague Tim Hart-Andersen from 
Westminster Presbyterian (downtown Min-
neapolis). The purpose was to have a public 
dialog about denominational issues, with 
Tim representing the progressive perspec-
tive and me the evangelical one.

What I discovered is that no matter how 
compassionately I expressed my convic-
tions it was hurtful. I know this because 
of tearful, angry, even accusing comments 
made to me by some in the audience. Jesus 
tells us to pray for our enemies and for 
those who persecute us (Matthew 5:44); it is 
unnerving to realize that you, despite your 
good intentions, may be that “enemy” for 
whom others are struggling to pray.

Lord, save us#  Lord, give us humility#  
Lord, sanctify us in your truth# 
(John 17:17).

The Hope session is sending Kirsten 
Berry, Ben Hayle, Kathy van Schooten, 
and me to the Fellowship of Presbyterian 
gathering January 18-20 in Orlando. We 
are interested in the ideas the Fellow-
ship has advanced thus far but like many 
across the country we continue to have 
unanswered questions. Where this might 
lead we do not yet know.*

But we do know this:  Jesus is Lord of his 
church# He is building his church accord-
ing to his plans and purpose, and nothing, 
not our divisions, not our capacity to hurt 
each other even we don’t mean to do so, 
not our inability to see what the future 
will bring, not even the gates of hell will 
overcome it (Matthew 16:18). Amen#  
Hallelujah#

Your Pastor,
 David Paul Lenz

*I look forward to sharing with you 
in depth on Wednesday, January 25 at 
6:30 p.m. about our experience at the 
Fellowship gathering.
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What a Par ty!

Hope Alive is published monthly and submissions are welcome! Word count is 300 for articles, and 200 for events. 
Please e-mail to Leslee Day at leslee@hope-pc.org. Next deadline: Monday noon, January 9.

For online delivery of Hope Alive, please contact Cindy Forsgren at 612/866-4055.

Over 600 people attended our 2nd 
Community Christmas Celebration! 
The Rich" eld Patch online news 
service sent over a photographer. Visit 
http://patch.com/A-pkYJ for more 
photos!

Sheri Johnston: 
Thank you to all who bought or deliv-
ered gifts for the children who have a 
parent in prison through the Angel Tree 
program. Seven of our 25 “angels” 
were able to come to our Community 
Christmas Celebration with their moms 
or grandmas. They thoroughly enjoyed the 
party and appreciated the pictures taken to 
allow them to send a duplicate to their dad 
in prison.

Heidi Connors:  
The majority of people at this event were 
not Hope Church attenders. However, 
many faces were familiar. People we’ve 
met at Loaves and Fishes, families that go 
to preschool, neighbor kids that come to 
KWAM and Young Life. I even saw 
people who attended the Fall Harvest 
Festival inviting their friends to this 
Christmas Celebration. Because they 
were familiar to me, I was able to give 
many people a warm welcome back 
to Hope# Relationships are being built 
in all our efforts to reach out to the 
community. 

Julie Saffrin: 
Hope lived its mission statement on 
Saturday. Christ-centered, Love-sent. 
Hope gave a giant Christmas party to 
the community in which it lives. And 
being an observer, I saw how Love 
Sent was received and appreciated. 
I saw happiness in children’s eyes... I saw 
teen kids take a group picture, just to have a 
memory of their day together. When asked 
if they were related, “No, we just wanted to 
get a picture of us together.” That is what 
Hope gave to the community: A picture 
of us together. Giving and receiving the 
presents of each other, in community, as we 
made Hope’s circle bigger and inclusive. 
Truly this was an event I will long remem-
ber as I think of what “us,” what Hope in 
community, looks like.



Winter Activities 2012
January

Single & Parenting
Sunday nights, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
January 8, 15, 22, 29
Topics: Adversity, Emotional Stability, 
Parenting Tools
March 4, 11, 18, 25
Topics: Parenting Approaches, Talking and 
Listening, Con" ict and Resolution, Dating 
and Single Sexuality
For all single moms and their children. Join 
us for quality DVD lessons and meaningful 
discussions. Childcare and children’s activi-
ties are provided free while the moms meet. 
If you missed Part 1 in the fall, you can still 
join us. Register online (www.hope-pc.org/
events) so we’ll have enough materials and 
childcare. When you attend for the # rst time, 
there’s a $10 fee. Returning moms are free.

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
January 11 - February 15
6:30 - 8:00 PM - Atrium
Scouting the Divine by Margaret Feinberg
Women of all ages and stages are invited to 
explore how ancient livelihoods illuminate 
meaningful Christian truths that apply to life 
today. Spend time with a shepherdess, farm-
er, beekeeper, and vintner who each bring 
fresh insights to familiar Scriptures. Scout 
the divine and move from just reading the 
Bible to entering stories that can be touched, 
tasted, heard, seen, smelled and savored.  
For details, Dawn Nelson at 612/729-1742 or 
dnelson57-55@q.com or register online.

Thursday Women’s Bible Study
Begins on January 12
9:30 - 11:30 AM - Courtyard Room
Join women of all ages and stages for a 
study on the book of Acts. We’ll discover how 
the early church shared the Gospel, how they 
followed the Holy Spirit’s lead, how God’s 
ways didn’t always make sense to them, and 
how God used ordinary people to turn the 
world upside-down. Childcare is provided.  
For details, contact Molly Polding at 612/803-
2598 or mollypolding@yahoo.com or register 
online.

Pray for the Persecuted Church
Sunday, February 26
We will hear from brothers and sisters who 
have experienced persecution for their faith. 
We will pray for Christians around the world 
who experience persecution on a daily basis 
and for our ministry partners who are working 
in areas that are hostile to Christians.

Wednesday Women’s Lent Study
February 29 - March 28
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Pastor Judie Ritchie will lead women through 
a weekly study on spiritual disciplines during 
the time of preparation in which we re" ect on 
Christ’s death and resurrection. For details, 
call Leslee Day at 612/866-4050, ext. 3131 
or leslee@hope-pc.org or register online.

Women Mentoring in Faith  
Join a mentor group with 2-3 other women 
of similar age for a book study to guide 
you in faith. The groups will help women to 
grow as women of faith, learning from each 
other across ages and life stages, and being 
accountable to each other as we deepen in 
prayer and our understanding of Scripture.  
Sign up in the Link during January. Men-
tor groups will begin in February and last 
through the spring. It will be at the discretion 
of the mentor to establish a time and meeting 
place for those in her group that is most 
convenient for everyone. Groups will meet 2 
times a month for 1½ hours.  

March
Women’s Retreat
The Gift:  Know God – Know Yourself
March 2 - 4 
Camp Wapogasset, Amery, WI
Plan to attend with women from Hope and 
Eden Prairie Presbyterian for a rejuvenating 
weekend away joined by our guest speaker, 
Danielle Jones. Registration will begin in 
January online or in the Link. Contact Kim 
Laufenburger, kim@hope-pc.org.

more---

Sanctity of Life Sunday
Sunday, January 22
From conception to the end of life, every life 
is precious to God and known by him.

Heaven’s Wedding Banquet
Saturday, January 28
6:00 PM, Social Events Room
Come enjoy this exciting preview of heaven 
where Jesus the bridegroom will join the 
redeemed people from all nations (the bride) 
to celebrate unity with God. A delicious meal 
will be served representing different ethnic 
foods. Music and testimonies will be shared 
by guests from different cultures about their 
wedding experiences and traditions. Pastor 
David Lenz will provide a meditation on the 
wedding imagery throughout the Bible. This 
special event is for everyone – whether you 
are married or single. Tickets ($15/person) 
will be on sale in January in the Link or can 
be purchased online. For details or to help, 
contact John or Susie Prin 952/941-1870.

Moms’ Prayer Time
January 29, February 26, March 25, April 29
Sundays, 10:00 - 10:50 AM
Room C355, Family Ministry Wing
Gather together to lift our kids in prayer for 
one Sunday each month.

February
“I Love to Read My Bible” Month
Keep an eye out for ways this Family Ministry 
focus will encourage us all to “Get a Good 
Grip” on God’s Word!

Sisters’ Game Night
February 4, Beach Blanket Bunco
6:30 - 8:30 PM, Social Events Room
Come have some fun with your sistas! It’s 
our chance to do some serious mingling 
while playing an easy dice game. Dress for 
the beach! It’s cold outside, but time together 
with friends will add fun and break through 
the winter blues.  
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Tuesdays
American Culture Class
9:30 - 11:00 AM - Courtyard Room
International women experience friendship and 
sharing and relate through cooking and crafts. 
Child care provided for small fee.

Bible Study Fellowship
7:00 - 9:00 PM - Sanctuary
Study of Acts for single or married adults, 18-35

Wednesdays
Men’s Study
8:00 AM - Dickson Chapel
Ongoing fellowship, prayer and Bible study

Resumes January 11
Fellowship Dinners
Serving from 5:15 - 6:00 PM
N. Social Events Room
Each week, a delicious home-cooked meal is 
provided. Prices: $3/kids, $4/seniors, $5/adults, 
with a $16 family maximum.

K.W.A.M.
Kids With A Mission (K - 6th Grade)
6:00 - 8:00 PM (new start time)
South Social Events Room
Come for laughter, games, the Book of Acts, and 
time in your age groups. Childcare available for 
infants - preschool.

Grow & Go Crossing Boundaries
6:30 - 8:00 PM, S. Social Events Room
We’ll continue learning about different boundaries 
people at Hope have crossed, and discuss what 
we learn for our lives.

CORE (9th Grade) - Youth Room
Meets twice a month to look at the core tenets of 
the Christian faith.

Senior Seminar (12th Grade) 
Meets off site twice a month to study topics that 
apply to seniors entering into the real world.

Thursdays
Young Life (7th - 10th Grade)
6:30 - 8:00 PM - The Port
Skits, music and an inspiring message.

OngoingWeekend to Remember
March 9 - 11 - Mpls. Marriott City Center
Learn exactly how to pursue a marriage that 
really works through Family Life’s speakers’ 
stories of their own breakthroughs and blun-
ders. The goal is for each couple to leave 
with encouragement, hope and practical tools 
to build and grow your relationship. Register 
online at weekendtoremember.com, use the 
group name HopePC for a discounted rate.

Camp Ojibway Camper 
Registration begins
Sunday, March 18
Stop by the tables in the Link or register 
online (www.hope-pc.org).

April
Youth Spring Retreat
April  - Camp Ojibway
All 7th - 12th graders, mark your calendars 
for this great getaway! More details to come.

May
Spring Fling
Saturday morning, May 5
This will be a time for women of all ages  
Bring your mom, daughter, sister, niece or 
neighbor. Plans are underway. If you would 
like to help or for details, contact Julie Saffrin, 
952/474-9330, or julie@juliesaffrin.com

3rd Annual Camp Ojibway 5K  
Run, Walk, Waddle
Saturday, May 19
8:00 AM Registration
8:30 AM Kids’ Run
9:00 AM Race Begins
This fun run starts and ends at Hope Church!  
It’s a fundraiser and community-building 
experience. Start training now!

Sundays
8:45 AM   Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Connection Hour (see below)
11:00 AM     Contemporary Worship
6:30 PM    The Well Worship 

Connection Hour
Resumes January 8 - 10:00 AM
Nursery (Infants - 3 years old)
Room C330

Sunday School  (Pre-K - 6th Grade)
Family Ministries’ Wing

Spectrum  (7th - 12th Grade) 
Youth Room
Youth-led worship, followed by teaching time: 
Galatians, Ephesians and Phillippians.

Friendship Class  - Room C345
For special needs/ older teens and adults.

Family Connection Class  
Courtyard Room
DVDs of Bible teaching, speakers on building 
Christ-centered relationships, advice from Chris-
tian educators and occasional comedy! Connect 
with God and our church family!

Crossing Boundaries 
for the Kingdom
North Social Events Room
People from Hope will share their stories, scripture 
and how God is helping them cross boundaries.

Oasis - South Social Events Room
Teachers and leaders from local seminaries, 
universities, community groups and institutions will 
present on various topics.

Text in Depth  - Dickson Chapel
The preaching pastor of the day will go into more 
detail about that day’s sermon text.

Kids’ Church  - 11:00 AM
4 years - grade 2 worship with family and are 
dismissed midway through the service.

SNL (9th - 12th Grade)
6:00 - 8:30 PM, Gym
Sunday Night Lights begins with fun in the Gym. 
We’ll head off to The Well and return for discus-
sion and small groups.

Hope in the Home
1st and 3rd Sundays (off January 1)
6:30 - 8:30 PM
2513 Sheridan Ave. S., Bloomington
Share a meal, worship, Bible discussion and 
prayer, encouragement and Christian community.
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Hope’s Preschool and 
School-Age Care Programs
Hope’s Preschool and School-Age Care programs 
have been busy getting ready to celebrate Jesus’ 
Birthday# Many of our children and their families 
were here for the Community Christmas Celebration 
-- it was a fun way to begin the Christmas season#

Our preschoolers have been busy learning their 
Christmas songs which they sang so well at our 
Christmas program on December 15th. Everyone en-
joyed the music and the cookies# We have also been 
busy with stories and activities to help us remember 
that Christmas is when we celebrate Jesus’ Birthday.  

Our School-Age kids have been busy with school 
and homework. They have also been busy doing 
projects and activities to help them remember that 
Christmas is about Jesus.

Christmas is a great time for us to really focus on 
the great gift that God gave us when Jesus was born# 
Please pray that we can continue sharing this message 
with our children and their families all through this 
new year.

January memory verse:
John 14:6
“Jesus said, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’”

Family Life’s….
A Weekend to Remember

March 9 - 11
Minneapolis Marriott City Center

FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember® 
marriage getaway will show you exactly 

how to pursue a marriage that really 
works through speaker’s stories of their 

own breakthroughs and blunders. 

The goal of the weekend is for each 
couple to leave the weekend with en-
couragement, hope, and practical tools 
to build and grow your relationship. 

Register online at weekendtoremember.
com, use the group name HopePC

for a discounted rate.
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Come Celebrate Heaven’s 
Wedding Banquet 
Saturday, January 28 - 6:00 PM 
By John Prin, Master of Ceremonies

It’s that time of year again for Hope’s 
2nd annual preview of Heaven’s Wedding 
Banquet —the glorious event described in 
Revelation 21:9 where Jesus the bride-
groom will join the redeemed people from 
all nations (the bride) to celebrate eternal 
unity with God.  

If you missed the excitement last year, you 
won’t want to this time. Treat yourself and 
be one of the guests who enjoys a deli-
cious meal representing different ethnic 
foods, including wedding cake for dessert. 
Everyone is welcome, married or single.  

Last year a crowd of more than 100 guests 
from 11 nationalities experienced this 
Spirit-inspired evening of West African 
and Laotian food, Indonesian musicians 
playing bamboo instruments, a line dance 
with hand-clapping music, Dave Lenz’s 
meditation on wedding imagery in the 
Bible, a stirring cross-cultural story from 
Bruce Hillyer, and more.

The diversity amazed everybody—and 
glori" ed God# Those in attendance—“the 
redeemed from every tongue and tribe,” 
many of whom wore colorful traditional 
wedding garb—represented the inter-ethic 
bride of Christ. Joyful conversation and 
laughter echoed throughout the room all 
night. 

After the program, which ran from 6:00 to 
8:30 PM in the Social Events Room, the 
laughter and excitement from new friends 
who visited one another veri" ed that this 
premier event honored the Host Himself 
—a golden throne on stage with a jeweled 
crown represented our special Host, Lord 
Jesus.

Mark your calendars and come dressed 
for a wedding. Tickets are $15/person. 
Questions? Ask any member from Hope’s 
Marriage Enrichment Team, or Kim 
Laufenburger, or John and Susie Prin 
(952/941-1870). We’re excited to see you 
there#

Mark Your Calendars for Next Summer at Camp Ojibw ay!
Take special note that we’ll be hosting a day on July 14 to invite friends and 
family to come have some fun for a Saturday at camp. We’ll play in the lake, 
worship, and enjoy traditional camp activities. You won’t want to miss it#

 2012 Camp Schedule
 March 18   Registration begins
 May 27 - 28   Staff Retreat
 June 2                     Camp Clean-Up
 June 10 - 15      Staff Training
 June 17 - 22  2nd - 4th Grade Camp
 June 23   Past Staff Day at Camp
 June 24 - 29             5th - 6th Grade Camp
 June 29 - July 1  Family Camp 1
 July 5 - 8   Single Moms Camp
 July 8 - 11  Midsummer Training
 July 14   Camp Celebration and Play Day
 July 20 - 22  Family Camp 2
 July 22 - 27  7th - 8th Grade Camp
 Jully 29   Camp Sunday
 July 29 - August 3  High School Camp
 August 3 - 7             Staff Closing

Camp Ojibway Staff Applications
If you are a college-age young adult, consider serving at Camp Ojibway this 
summer in Eden Valley, MN. It’s a great summer job learning and growing as a 
person while ministering to kids and families. Camp staff applications are now 
available online or outside the Youth Of" ce or Main Of" ce at Hope Church. 
Application deadline is February 15. For more information, contact kim@
hope-pc.org.

Camp Vehicle Needed
Camp Ojibway is in need of a sport utility vehicle to transport staff and sup-
plies from Hope Church to camp. We are looking for a tax-deductible donated 
vehicle in good working condition. If you are interested in helping in this way, 
please contact Keith Koenig, keith@hope-pc.org or 612/866-4055, 3115.

The CO 5K Run, Walk, Waddle 
and Kid Run are back!
Happy New Year# If you are like so many of us who 
start each year with a resolution to improve our 
health, we have a really great motivation for you ~ 
the 2012 Camp Ojibway 5K Run, Walk, Waddle 
and Kid Run# 

This event will take place on Saturday, May 19th and will be our third year for 
the 5K (3.1 miles) and second year for the Kid Run (~1/2 mile). All the monies 
raised will go to fund increasing scholarship needs, programming costs, and 
maintenance to Hope’s own Camp Ojibway in Eden Valley.

Our team is excited to welcome back participants from last year and would 
love to be an encouragement to new friends in their " tness journey. We wel-
come experienced runners to experienced couch potatoes. Let your friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers/fellow students know about the race now. 
Who knows, you may end up being the top " nisher of your 
age division and get your picture in the paper this year#  

Camp Ojibway
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Students
Hope Student Ministries 2011-12 Theme: The Wonder and Awe of God
Many times as we are living our Christian lives we are studying and meeting in groups and serving and just plain busy. This year we’d like to 
weave into our year the idea of taking time to step back, take a deep breath and be in awe of the amazing God we serve. Deuteronomy 10:21 
says, “He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.”

Good Communication = Happy Parents
Please sign up for our student ministries e-mail. You will receive valuable updates and information 

regarding weekly events. Simply go to Hope’s website: www.hope-pc.org and scroll down to
JOIN OUR LIST NOW (a purple button). Put in your e-mail and check Student Ministries (you may also 

choose General, Women’s, Men’s, Children’s). If we had your e-mail in previous years,
we will not be using that list anymore, so everyone must update this. Thanks.

Weekly Happenings
Spectrum Sunday morning Connection Hour
10:00 - 10:50 AM
7th-12th graders are invited to the Youth Room for a morning 
of student-led worship and a teaching time with BJ Skoog 
and KC DiNardo. This year we will be studying Galatians, 
Ephesians and Philippians. Starts up again January 8.

Senior Seminar
12th graders meet Wednesdays 
January date: 18th
We’ll be kicking off our 4-week Financial Peace for students 
video series. This is a great series that looks at managing 
money and how all we have belongs to God.

CORE
9th grade CORE meets Wednesdays in the Youth Room
6:30 -8:00 PM
January dates: 11th, 25th
We’ll be looking at Romans, the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Apostles’ Creed.

Young Life Club
6:37 - 8:07 PM
January dates: 12th, 19th, 26th
All 7th-10th graders are invited to come Thursdays to this 
high-powered night of fun and depth. Join us starting in the 
Gym then head to the Youth Room. 

SNL/The Well
Sunday nights, 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
January dates: 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
All 9th-12th graders are invited to this great night that kicks 
off with a GIANT GAME in the Gym at 6:00 PM. Everyone 
heads down to the Well and then back to the Youth Room for 
a video you don’t want to miss – Wake-up Brigade# 

Mission Trip Info:
Mark your calendars for January 8th, 
12:30 PM in the Courtyard Room 
at Hope Church to learn about this 
summer’s mission trip to the Red Lake 
Reservation. All parents and students are 
invited.

Big Events:
All Youth Tubing
Monday, January 16th
7th-12th graders save the date#
More details coming.

Leadership Fun and Training
Saturday, January 21
All leaders mark your calendars for an 
afternoon of bowling and training. We 
will get you speci" c times via email/text.

Looking Ahead…
February Ski Blast 2.0 for CORE and 
Senior Seminar. More details to come#
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January Ministry Focus: CORE
Each month we will be highlighting a different area of Student Ministries. Students 
and leaders will share their experiences and how they have grown through 
participating in it.

CORE is our 9th grade program that meets every other Wednesday night in the 
Youth Room. CORE focuses on the core aspects of the Christian faith. Students 
are learning in more detail about God, Jesus, The Trinity, Romans and other key 
components of our faith. In the upcoming year we will have sessions on Christian 
Community and have a session on the sacraments as well as church history. Students 
have workbooks that include engaging activities to work on throughout the year. 

We launched CORE last year and had 13 students. 
This year we have 10 students and it’s a nice group 
to work with. In February we do a dinner and 
testimony night with members of the congregation 
which is a neat time of sharing and encouraging one 
another. CORE members each have a mentor that is 
praying for them and meeting with them throughout 
the year. We will invite them, along with the 9th 
grade parents to an end of the year banquet in May 
to celebrate the year. 

Some of the requirements for CORE include; ser-
mon notes, scripture memorization, reading the book 
of Mark in one sitting, choosing another book of the 
Bible to read and write notes on as well as a service project. Last year the service 
project was on their own, but this year we chose to do it as a group and invite the 
12th graders in Senior Seminar to join us. We had a wonderful time stocking shelves 
down at CES (Community Emergency Services). One of the staff people at CES was 
very stressed about how they were going to get all the food sorted before getting 
out the gift baskets for Christmas. She said the students from Hope Church were the 
answer to her prayer. They sorted 7 pallets of food – 3 tons – and beat the record of 
most sorting in one hour#  These photos are from the CES service night. We hope to 
do more with them in the future.

CORE is taught by Peggy Schierl, KC DiNardo and Erik Haugen.

Student comments about what 
they like about CORE:
“My friends, learning about who 
Jesus is and who he isn’t, and the 
service project with the seniors.”

“The thing that interests me and 
the thing that I am learning is the 
history behind the books of the 
bible and especially the books of 
the gospel.”

Leader comments:
“I enjoy the students’ energy, their 
insights, and their questions.”

”I enjoy getting to know a smaller 
group of students in a deeper way 
by being with them all year.”
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Adults
Stay in Touch with Oasis
The Oasis Learning Community has had two outstanding events this 
fall and winter with greater participation than ever.

Annual Oasis Auction
At right, Neil Peterson proudly shows off the fruits 
of his garden, his tomatolicious relish.

The annual Oasis Auction was held on 
October 30 this year with the proceeds 
from the auction going to buy booster 
seats for the bus for Time for Tots. After a 
presentation by Lin Peterson, the direc-
tor of Time for Tots, the furious bidding 
began. 

Members of Oasis had brought a variety 
of items to be sold, many of them be-
ing from the kitchens of Oasis members. 
These included pecan pie baked by State 
Fair winner Elsie Olsen, which sold for 
$145, Christmas cookies baked by Gerry Briggs with an opening bid 
of $100, and Ralph Carlson’s cardamom bread which sold for $70 a 
loaf. There was a lot of good natured kidding as auctioneers Warren 
Camp, Doug Smith and Ralph Carlson coaxed every last dollar out of 
the bidders. A total of over $5,000 was raised for a good cause and a 
good time was had by all. 

Third Annual 
Lute" sk Pilgrimage
You don’t have to be a Scandinavian 
to enjoy lute! sk as demonstrated by 
Phyllis Engstrom of German extraction 
and Helen Kerr (at left) whose roots 
are in Scotland.

Saturday, November 13, found 
members of the Oasis Learn-
ing Community in their cars 
and headed for Christ Lutheran 
Church in Blaine to partake of 
that Scandinavian delicacy, lute-

" sk. The church social hall was decorated beautifully as Oasis enjoyed 
a variety of Scandinavian foods, including lefsa, ! atbread, a variety 
of cheeses and all of the " xings that goes with lute" sk, not to mention 
every cookie known to Scandinavian bakers. 

When the last taste of rice pudding and romergrot had been enjoyed 
the members headed back to their cars and " nished their pilgrimage. 
As they put their heads on their pillows they began to dream of the 
Fourth Annual Lute" sk Pilgrimage which will be held on Saturday, 
November 10. Plan to join us next year.

If you are not a part of Oasis Learning 
Community, please, join us on Sundays 
at 10:00 AM in the South Social Events 
Room. You will enjoy robust singing and 
thought-provoking speakers.

January Brunch
Sunday, January 8
If you have not signed up for the January 
Oasis Brunch, please call Ralph Carlson 
at 952/888-3202 to make a reservation, 
and arrange what you will bring.   

Hymn History: Let’s Sing!
Sunday, January 15
We’ll be ringing in 
the New Year with 
songs# Our guest 
will be Dr. Mark 
Rhoads, Professor 
of Music at Bethel 
University. He has 
taught general mu-
sic, choral perfor-
mance, hymnology, 
children’s and adult choirs. He will be 
speaking about the signi" cant shift in 
music in the Christian protestant church,  
in music in general during the last 25 
years; and the many things that preceded 
it. We’ll be learning some history and 
doing some singing. 

The Parables Only Luke Tells Us
Sundays, January 22 and 29
Once again we 
welcome Dr. Sarah 
Henrich, professor 
of New Testament 
at Luther Seminary.  
She has made the 
New  Testament 
come alive for us 
the last several 
years, with her ar-
tistic visuals and enthusiastic teaching.  
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Women
Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study
Begins on January 11 - February 15, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Scouting the Divine by Margaret Feinberg
Women of all ages and stages are invited to explore how 
ancient livelihoods illuminate meaningful Christian truths 
that apply to life today. Spend time with a shepherdess, 
farmer, beekeeper, and vintner who each bring fresh insights 
to familiar Scriptures. Scout the divine and move from just 
reading the Bible to entering stories that can be touched, 
tasted, heard, seen, smelled, and savored. For more informa-
tion, contact Dawn Nelson at 612/729-1742 or dnelson57-
55@q.com or register online.

Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
Begins on January 12, 9:30 - 11:30 AM
Join women of all ages and stages for a study on the book of 
Acts. We’ll discover how the early church shared the Gos-
pel, how they followed the Holy Spirit’s lead, how God’s 
ways didn’t always make sense to them, and how God used 
ordinary people to turn the world upside-down. Childcare 
is provided. For details, contact Molly Polding at 612/803-
2598 or mollypolding@yahoo.com or register online.

Moms’ Prayer Time
Sunday, January 29, 10:00 AM (Connection Hour)
Room C357 in the Children’s and Family Ministry Wing
Moms of all ages and stages are invited to join together to 
lift their kids in prayer. Come for encouragement from our 
Heavenly Father as we pray and share together. For more 
information, contact Kim Laufenburger, kim@hope-pc.org.

Sisters Game Night - Beach Blanket Bunco
Saturday, February 4
6:30 - 8:30 PM, Social Events Room
Come have some fun with your sistas#  It’s our chance to 
do some serious mingling while playing an easy dice game. 

Dress for the beach# It’s cold out-
side, but time together with friends 
will add fun and break through 
the winter blues. There will be a 
contest for the best beach attire – be 
creative# Cost is $5 and proceeds 

support women’s ministry scholarships. Sign ups begin in 
the Link starting January 16 (for planning purposes it’s very 
helpful to know how many will be attending). For more 
information, contact Jan Lopez 612/722-8125.

Wednesday Night Women’s Lent Study
February 29 - March 28, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Pastor Judie Ritchie will lead women through a weekly 
study on spiritual disciplines during the time of preparation 
in which we re! ect on Christ’s death and resurrection. For 
more information, contact Leslee Day at 612/866-4050, 
ext. 3131 or leslee@hope-pc.org or register online.

Women Mentoring in Faith 
This is what the Lord says, “Stand at 
the crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths and ask where the good 
way is, and walk in it and you will " nd 
rest for your souls.  Jeremiah 6:16

Are you interested in growing in faith with the help of an older, 
wiser Christian woman? Join a mentor group with 2-3 other 
women of similar age for a book study to guide you in faith. The 
groups will help women to grow as women of faith, learning 
from each other across ages and life stages, and being account-
able to each other as we deepen in prayer and our understanding 
of Scripture.  

Mentor groups will begin in February and last through May. It 
will be at the discretion of the mentor to establish a time and 
meeting place for those in her group that is most convenient for 
everyone. Groups will meet 2 times a month for 1½ hours.  

For more information, stop by the table in the Link at Hope 
Church or sign up there during the month of January. 

Women’s Retreat Spring 2012 
The Gift: Know God – Know Yourself
March 2 - 4 at Camp Wapo in Amery, WI
Join women from Eden Prairie and Hope Presbyterian Churches 
at beautiful Camp Wapogasset in Amery, Wisconsin for a week-
end away for refreshment, encouragement and fun#

Christians know that it is important to 
know God as part of our life of faith. 
Discovering who God is and what his 
character is like encourages us and 
inspires us to live a meaningful life of 
faith. Knowing ourselves is intimately 
connected to our knowledge of God. 
When we understand who we are as 
God’s created beings, uniquely gifted 
and deeply loved we are set free to 
know God more meaningfully. 

Our speaker, Danielle Jones (above - speaker, teacher, pastor 
from Colonial Church in Edina) will help us explore the con-
nections between knowing God and knowing ourselves through 
inspiring talks, personal time with God, and small group time 
with other women.

Registration will begin in January both online at hope-pc.org 
and in the Link. Time at the retreat will include worship, small 
groups, games, free time, teaching time, fun, quiet time, friend-
ship and meals prepared for you# You won’t want to miss this 
opportunity for encouragement# 
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          On Mission
Life Is Precious!
Sanctity of Life Sunday, January 22
From conception to the end of life, every life is precious to God 
and known by him. Because God highly values human life, we 
do, too. We want what we do at Hope to ! ow from hearts that 
love and value people as God does. During the next few weeks 
we have some opportunities to af" rm life in some practical ways.

Time for Tots
By Lin Peterson

Hope you all had a blessed Christmas and New 
Year# One of our December highlights was our 
" eld trip to Hope’s Community Christmas Celebra-
tion# A few students loved bringing their families 
along, too. It was so wonderful to watch their eyes 
as they walked into our beautiful church. I know 
they felt the love of Jesus the whole time they were 
there. We’ll de" nitely be bringing them again# 
Thanks to everyone for all the help we received# 
God is good#

We also presented the Christmas story at our 
Christmas program on December 15th. The chil-
dren so enjoyed dressing up in costumes, singing 
our special Christmas songs and saying their lines 
of the amazing story of Jesus’ birth. The whole ex-
perience was a joy# During December we also en-
joyed counting down the days until Christmas, by 
taking a ring off our Christmas Chain (the students 
did this at home, too), learned about shapes (made 
a manger scene with shapes), celebrated Santa 
Lucia Day (girls made wreaths and boys made 
crowns), danced with scarves to the Nutcracker, 
and made special surprises for each family.

Very special thanks to our sister ministry, Mother’s 
Club, led by Kirsten Berry, Lois Swanson and Barb 
Sunde (meets every other Wednesday). Moms, 
grandmas and friends of Time for Tots enjoy Bible 
studies led by Barb and special speakers: Kathy 
VanSchooten and Pastor Judie Ritchie. Singing is 
a highlight, especially a few long-standing favor-
ites# Their recent prayer requests are concerns with 
health, housing, family issues, and assurance that 
God is truly there. They are humbly honored to 
participate in the lives of these women.

In January we will prepare for the up and coming 
Early Childhood Screening. The students will be 
reviewing all their skills, as well as learning the 
Bible story of Abraham and the new verse: “Love 
one another as I have loved you.” John 15:12

A huge thank you to Hope for the incredibly gener-
ous Christmas gifts you gave to our Time for Tots 
families# Each and every one was appreciated more 
than you could know. They were also overwhelmed 
by the Cub gift cards to help them buy their Christ-
mas dinners. Thanks so much#

Time for Tots Tidbit:  When Alonte walked into 
Hope Church, he said, “It’s so pretty!”

Baby Shower 
January 22 - February 5
Bring baby items to the crib in 
the Link. (A list will be available 
in the Link starting January 
15th.) These gifts will be divided 
between Vine and Branches 
and New Life Family Services, 
Rich" eld to serve area families in 
need. NLFS includes First Care, 
a crisis pregnancy center, and the 
Parenting Plus Program, which 
combines parenting education 
and counseling where parents can 
earn coupons to buy needed baby 
items in their store.

Baby Bottle Drive for 
Single Moms Family Camp
January 22 - February 5
Help send a single mom and her 
child(ren) to Single Moms Fam-
ily Camp, July 5 - 8, at Camp 
Ojibway. Take home a baby 
bottle and " ll it with small bills 
and coins, then return it to the 
table in the Link by February 5. 
This is a great family activity.

Pray for Single Moms 
Ministry at Hope
Sign up near the crib in the 
Link. Prayer requests will be 
sent to you each month. You 
will be noti" ed of bi-monthly 
prayer meetings. Whether 
you pray on your own or 
with others, single moms 
ministry at Hope needs 
ongoing prayer support.

Support the Joy 
for Single Moms group
Sign up to prepare and/or 
serve a meal, or provide peri-
odic help with childcare and 
activities for older children 
whose moms are part of this 
discipleship group especially 
for single moms.
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Pray for the 
Persecuted Church

Sunday, February 26 

We will hear from some who are right 

in our midst here at Hope Church who 

have experienced persecution for their 

faith. We will pray for our brothers and 

sisters around the world who experience 

persecution and even torture on a daily 

basis. We will pray for our ministry 

partners who are working in areas that 

are hostile to Christians.

Tortured for Christ 
Book Review
By John Prin

An orphan who lived a bitter childhood in 
poverty during World War I. An atheist who not 
only didn’t believe in God, but hated God and 
Christ. Yet, writes author Richard Wurmbrand, 
“I had the grace to be one of the chosen of 
God.” 

Yearning for a God of love, Rev. Wurmbrand 
endured the colossal suffering of the Nazis, 
who “taught us that the human spirit with God’s 
help can survive horrible tortures.” His life of 

torment had only begun. Post-World War II, now converted to Christ, he suffered 
unspeakably while learning “the techniques of secret Christian work” under the 
ravages of Russian Communism.

The tale of Wurmbrand’s sordid tortures and imprisonments that forged his indomi-
table spirit of evangelism is heart-wrenching. His relentless work as a leader in the 
persecuted underground church of eastern Europe will inspire followers of Jesus in 
today’s “aboveground” church -- that’s us in American churches# 

As I read about the obstacles and hindrances Wurmbrand overcame to secretly 
reach “the thirsty souls of the people,” I frequently felt pangs of conviction. Here 
was a man whose powerful witness and credibility came from “sharing the suffer-
ings of Christ” in his body (multiple beatings, starvation, etc.) and soul (deprived 
of his wife and family, yearning to spread the gospel, etc.). 

How often have you or I boldly shared our Lord’s mission at such a level?  
Compared to Rev. Wurmbrand, whose tireless work founded the Voice of the 
Martyrs, our faith is seldom tempered or tested. Let us heed the words of Paul in 
Philippians 3:10, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him.”   

Order your own free copy of Tortured for Christ from Voice of the Martyrs head-
quarters in Bartlesville, Oklahoma at www.persecution.com or borrow a copy from 
the Mission Of" ce at Hope Church (Peggy@hope-pc.org or 612/866-4050 x.3132.)  
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FYI
Deacon Focus 
– Loaves & Fishes

“For I was hungry, and 
you gave me something 
to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave me some-
thing to drink; I was a 

stranger, and you invited me in; naked, and 
you clothed me; I was sick, and you visited 
me; I was in prison, and you came to me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry, and feed you, or 
thirsty, and give you something to drink? And 
when did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or naked, and clothe you? When did 
we see you sick, or in prison, and come to 
you?’  The King will answer and say to them, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 
it to one of these brothers of mine, even the 
least of them, you did it to me.” 
  Matthew 25:35-40

People begin to gather at the church doors 
around 3:30 PM every Monday through 
Thursday. They are the guests that we invite 
into our building for a free meal served by 
the Loaves and Fishes ministry. They are of 
different age ranges from very young to the 
elderly. They come from many racial and 
economic backgrounds. All are welcome.

For several years Hope Church has been a 
host site for the Loaves and Fishes ministry 
in our area providing an opportunity for many 
different volunteer organizations to serve a 
meal to those in need. Hope Church serves 
once a month.

Every third Thursday of the month, Hope 
Church volunteers gather to prepare and 
serve a meal to the guests of the Loaves and 
Fishes community. For over two years we 
have served turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
salad and fruit. Yum# (Our site administrator 
says that it is one of the favorite meals of our 
guests#)

Would you be willing to give from 1 - 3 hours 
of your time to help serve those in need? We 
are always looking for volunteers to help 
prepare the food, to serve or to clean up. 
If you would like to come help some time, 
contact Gordy Hjellming at 651/894-5766 or 
gordohj@aol.com for more information. You 
will be blessed#

Lefse Sunday
By Kathy Nervick 
and Lisa Nygaard

The griddles have cooled and the 
Lord has restored tired feet while we 
re! ect on the excitement of Lefse 
Sunday#

Thanks to all who supported the 
event by donating ingredients, 
making lefse, helping with distribu-
tion and purchasing the lefse. Our 
receipts reached $1,219 and 100% 
will go into the General Fund to 
help offset the current de" cit.

Thank you to those who commit-
ted to help before the event and to 
those who jumped in to help us on 
the spot. Some were old pros, some 
had never made lefse, others had 
never eaten it while others had never 
even heard of it. Three generations 
worked side-by-side joyfully sharing 
fellowship and lefse memories.

The unsung hero is our resident 
electrician who made it possible to 
operate six grills all morning with-
out tripping a single circuit#

The event was inspired by the " ve 
dollar bill handed out at the No-
vember worship service challenging 
us to use it in a way to give glory 
to God. By investing those " ves in 
potatoes, ! our, butter, salt and half-
n-half, God blessed and multiplied 
them into $1,219# We praise God#

Coffee Cart Update

COFFEE – locally roasted from 
CityKid Java, a non-pro" t orga-
nization that works with at-risk 
youth in the Twin Cities.

TEA – a large variety available in 
regular or decaf; water at boiling 
temperature.

TREATS –tasty donuts from 
Donut Connection. Many of you 
have asked where the store went. 
The storefront in Rich" eld had to 
close recently and they currently 
operate as a wholesale operation. 
Look for a new storefront coming 
to the Rich" eld area next summer# 

VOLUNTEERS – wonderful, 
friendly people of Hope. Thank 
you to all who have been involved 
this past year serving at the coffee 
cart. It works only because of you# 
Let us know if you’d like to be a 
part of the team.

STYROFOAM CUPS – better 
to use than you think# Look for 
information about foam cups at the 
coffee cart and the future possibil-
ity of recycling. 

YOUR OWN MUG – bring 
your own mug or thermal cup on 
Sunday to reduce the trash of foam 
cups. Look for thermal cups to go 
on sale soon.

TIME OPEN – Coffee will be 
hot and ready from 9:15 AM to 
12:15 PM. Come enjoy a hot drink 
and tasty treat while visiting with 
someone new# A great place to 
connect and get to know a new 
friend.
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Family News
Newlyweds
Erin Larson and 
Jay Bang were 
married on 
November 12.

Welcome, little ones
Veralyn Rose was born December 1 to 
Jesse and Kimmie Olson. Her great-grand-
parents are Jim and Thirza Smeal.

Adeline Grace 
(left) was born on 
November 25 to 
Steph and Steve 
Propp. Her grand-
parents are Brian 
and Lois Swanson.

  

With Our Sympathy
We send our sympathy and prayers to these 
families in the loss of:
12/1 Jayne Taylor’s sister
12/12 Marie Ashley

With Thanks
Dear Hope Friends,
I want to thank you for your prayers, cards 
and words of encouragement for my heart 
bypass surgery. Thank you, Pastor Judie, for 
your hospital visits and for being there for 
Tony and our daughters. Your prayers are 
being felt each day of my recovery.  
 Hilda Hotchkin

One Month To Live      
Thirty Days to a No-Regrets Life
By Kerry and Chris Shook
What would you do if you had only 30 days left to live? What 
would you change in your life? This book will help you focus 
your priorities. Then take what you have learned and apply it to 
your life going forward.

The Power of a Whisper, By Bill Hybels
Pastor Hybels writes about how hearing God’s whispers 
affected his life. He wants us to be receptive to God and to 
be willing to act. He suggests " ve “" lters” to use to deter-
mine if that nudge is from God or not. People can receive 
guidance through the Holy Spirit, reading God’s Word, and 
hearing wisdom from others.

Revolution in World Missions    
By K.P. Yohannan
K.P. Yohannan is the founder of Gospel for Asia. He 
shares his life story and encourages us to think of the 
millions who have never heard the Gospel. As of 2007, 
Gospel for Asia had over 16,500 national missionaries, 
54 Bible colleges and 29,000 congregations.  

While We’re Far Apart, By Lynn Austin
Eddie is leaving his children, Ester and Peter, in the care of a neighbor 
woman as he enlists in WWII. Penny agrees to care for the children because 
she hopes Eddie will " nally notice her. As Ester, Peter and Penny learn to 
adjust to each other, the landlord tries to recover his Jewish faith after the 
loss of his wife. 

Searching For Eternity, By Elizabeth Musser
Emile and his mother return to America from France after 
his father suddenly leaves them. Emile, who is 13, has dif-
" culty adjusting to school, but he does become friends with 
a girl named Eternity. Emile’s life is followed for 40 years 
as he discovers more about his father’s past and WWII.

Wind River, By Tom Morris
To get away from the guilt he feels from his time in the Afghanistan and 
Iraq wars, Tyler escapes to Wind River, WY to go ! y-" shing with a friend. 
His 86-year-old friend, however, has an ulterior motive for suggesting this 
trip into the wilderness.

Jerusalem Interlude, By Bodie and Brock Thoene
Book 4 of the Zion Covenant mainly focuses on Leah 
and her husband, Shimon. They were able to leave 
Poland and settled in Jerusalem, but they " nd life in 
Palestine very dangerous.
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